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November 16, 2023/ Call to Order 1:42 

HTAB members in attendance:   

• Julie Hart 

• Secretary Amber Shultz 

• Ed Klumpp 

• Derrick Wilczek 

• Brad Barrett 

• Jennifer White 

• Heidi Lynch 

• Adam Piland 

• Kristen Czugala 

• Judi Rodman 

• Sharon Sullivan 

• Amy Hite 

• Thomas Fatkin 

• Kent Bauman 

• James Johnson 

• Representative Carrie Barth 

• Deb Klutzz 

• Tim Ackerman via Webex 

Members of the public:   

• Barr Faron 

• Debra Persinger 

• Jessica Ristich 

• Ruthann Fisher 

• Illegible signature 

Staff: HTAB counsel Robert Hutchison, Arica Roland 

Motion to approve September 2023 by Sullivan, seconded by Klumpp, motion carried. 

Debra Persinger, Executive Director – Federation of State Massage Therapy: Brad Barrett introduced 

Debra Persinger, DA Kagay had previously reached out to the Federation when considering previous 

legislation. 

Based in Overland Park, members include all state licensing Boards for massage therapists.  Kansas is 

one of three states that are unregulated for massage therapy.  The Federation uses MTLD to track 

licensing data which includes a photo and licensure status.  Massage therapy was named by the DOJ in 

2022, for the first time as a main avenue for trafficking. The USFSMTB works with state regulatory 

boards, law enforcement and informants to detect fraud during application of the national exam, 

handlers of trafficking victims and identify fraudulent massage schools. Applicants seeking licenses in 

multiple states can be a red flag of trafficking. Collaboration is a key piece of FSMTB’s work, and can be a 

resource even if there is no current legislation in KS to regulate massage therapy. 
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The issue is there are cities where there are no regulations so anyone can hang a sign. Overland Park has 

a robust ordinance and relies on FSMTB for the information.  

It is recommended when KS regulates massage, that authority includes the individual and business.   

Overland Park currently requires licensing of the massage business and individual therapist to help 

prevent the transitory ability of trafficked victims. 

Kent Bauman & Frances Dewell – Kansas Protection and Reporting Center’s Amazon Connect 

Kent provided background information – State statute requires that whenever law enforcement 

recovers a child in a trafficking situation, they are to contact DCF for immediate safety, placement, and 

immediate needs.  KBI has assisted DCF with taking these calls. Beginning in January 2024, DCF will be 

taking this responsibility back. 

Fran demonstrated the process by which Amazon Connect works to handle these calls. KPRC uses 

Amazon Connect to take all hotline calls for child abuse and neglect.  She also demonstrated the call 

flow for the Immediate Action Response Team. 

Bauman – Working with the AG’s Office to revise the LEO HT reporting protocol to include update 

telephone number and guidelines. Once completed the information will be distributed to LE agencies. 

Seeking HTAB’s permission to move forward with changes to protocol. 

Hart called for a motion – Sullivan moved, Ed 2nd, motion carried 

Jim Johnson KDOC – HTSI and Juvenile Response Protocol 

Had 1768 valid HTSI’s completed, 72 referrals came from those.  Made through automated email system 

and also through calls to KPRC. Each report sends an automatic notification to KBI, KDOC and to DCF.  

Reviewed triggered notifications to identify the immediate high need situations for the juveniles coming 

through. Based on findings, determined that adding areas for things that are observations rather than 

direct questions (fake ID’s, pocketful of condoms, other known potential indicators of HT), increased 

chance of HT notification being triggered. Changes will be implemented at the beginning of the year. 

Distributed a draft of the flow chart and requesting HTAB approval of the revised protocol since the 

initial one was approved by HTAB. Based most of this flowchart on LE protocols required by law. The 

protocol requires that people know what to look for and depends on people understanding the yellow 

and red flags of trafficking. The more training that is done, the more HT situations are identified.  

Discussion regarding the tool, changes made and effectiveness of. 

Hart entertained a motion to approve Sullivan moved, Piland 2nd, motion carried 

Old Business: 

New Business:  

2024 Meeting dates – 2/8/24, 5/9/24, 8/8/24 and 11/14/24 

Bauman moved, Sullivan 2nd 

Legislative Proposals for 2024 –  
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Buying Sex – Making this a level 9 person felony for first offense with required sex buyer education 

course. 2nd offense would increase in severity level. Most courts offer a list of selections for the buyer’s 

course.  The Veronica’s Voice program is not the only program that exists, but was an example of what a 

good program looks like. Discussion around impact on DA’s and CA’s if they aren’t currently handling 

first time buying sex cases. Wilczek interested in TX data and maybe OK recently passed something 

similar. 

MASSAGE – Wilczek reminded that the license for an individual ties them to a business to minimize 

transitory licenses.  If there were state licensure, LEO would want local municipalities to have access to 

licensing information (both business and individual) and licensure component include requiring massage 

therapists to report locations they are working. Klumpp – Existing challenges include finding a state 

agency to oversee the licensing and government oversite (who would manage fees?). FSMTB has model 

legislation and would be happy to help us with this project. 

HT Tag – Would function similarly to the DV tag that already exists within law. The tag would allow other 

crimes associated with human trafficking to be tagged as human trafficking related and provide a 

supportive component for other HTAB initiatives including buyer’s education courses and data 

collection.  KBI is already going to include a HT identification box on the new KSOR as part of their KIBRS 

rebuild.  Legislation would be needed for the courts to utilize the HT tag.   

Hart entertained a motion to approve the proposals – Sullivan moved to approve, Barrett clarified that 

the approval would incorporate the discussion had today, Czugala & Sullivan affirmed, Piland seconded 

the motion and the motion carried with unanimous consent. 

Announcements: None 

Next Meeting: February 8, 2024 1:30 pm at the KBI Forensic Science Center 

Sullivan entered a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ackerman seconded and the motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:55pm.  

 


