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Policy, construction, purpose

» K.S.A. 75-4317(a) - Meetings shall be open to the public
because “a representative government is dependent upon an
informed electorate. . . .”

» Law enacted for the “public benefit,” so construed broadly in
favor of the public to give effect to its specific purpose of
openness. State ex rel. Murray v. Palmgren, 231 Kan. 524, Syl.
14 (1982).

» KOMA interpreted liberally and exceptions applied narrowly to
carry out purpose
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Who is subject to KOMA?

» All legislative and administrative bodies and agencies of the
state and political and taxing subdivisions thereof, and other
subordinate groups thereof receiving or expending and
supported in whole or in part by public funds

K.S.A. 75-4318(a)
» “Subordinate groups” - not defined; if created by a covered

entity or the group has become an extension of a covered entity,
most likely covered

What is a meeting?

» Any gathering or assembly in person, through the use of a
telephone, or any other medium for interactive communication

» By a majority of the membership of a public body or agency
subject to the act

» For the purpose of discussing the business or affairs of the
public body or agency

K.S.A. 75-4317a
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“Serial communications”

» Interactive communications outside of a noticed meeting may
be a meeting under KOMA if:

» Collectively involve a majority of the membership of the
public body or agency

» Share a common topic of discussion

» Are intended by any or all participants to reach an
agreement on a matter that requires binding action to be
taken by the public body or agency

K.S.A. 75-4318(f)
» Emails, calling trees, use of an agent (staff member)
> Tip - DO NOT REPLY ALL, DO NOT FORWARD

Notice

» KOMA does not require notice of meetings to be published in a newspaper or
on a website

Interested parties must request notice of meetings

No formalities to requesting notice - can be verbal or written

A request is valid for one fiscal year

Must notify of expiration before terminating notice

Presiding officer has duty to provide notice, but duty may be delegated
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Provide date/time/location where public body will meet to person
requesting notice a “reasonable time” before meeting

» Group request for notice - provide to designated individual

K.S.A. 75-4318(b)




