August 14th 2025/ Call to Order 1:31
HTAB members in attendance:

e Julie Hart

e Arica Roland

e Adam Piland

e Derrick Wilczek

e Amy Dean-Campmire
e Brad Barrett

e James Johnson

e Sarah Evans-Simpson
e Heidi Lynch

e Alice Osburn

e Lt. Tom Fatkin

e Sheriff Tim Ackerman
e Judi Rodman

e Capt. Dax Lewis

e Jennifer White

e Paul Nicholson (Representing Amber Schultz)

Members of the public: Linda Adam, Linda Reynolds, Sue Alexander, Earleen Marks, Bethany Ensle,
Susan Whitford, Sharon Sullivan, Zoe Barlow, Eric Kirsh, Kent Bauman, Kathy Ralston

Staff: Kristen Czugala, Robert Hutchison, Quinn Schmidgall
Presentation- HT at the Southern Border, US Senator Roger Marshall

Human trafficking remains one of the fastest-growing illicit trades globally, generating approximately
$150 billion annually and affecting an estimated 28 million victims—80% in forced labor and 20% in sex
trafficking. A recent multi-agency operation in northern regions recovered 31 victims and led to 12
arrests. Youth, immigrants, and refugees are at elevated risk, with abused children particularly
vulnerable to later trafficking. Education and awareness efforts are needed for youth, as the average age
of entry is 12-14, and for teachers and professionals to recognize signs of abuse. Technology can
support interagency collaboration and information sharing. There has been a 95% decrease in border
crossings and encounters since increased southern border security efforts earlier this year. Continued
partnership with DHS on countering human trafficking is encouraged. Emphasis was placed on
strengthening state laws, particularly around non-criminalization of prostitution for victims and
enhanced child labor protections. The “Big Beautiful Bill” aims to fund 2,000 miles of border barrier
construction, provide four years of increased pay for Border Patrol officers, and double the number of
ICE removal agents. Work continues to secure High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) program
funding, with strong support from local law enforcement and Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck
Brasley. Concerns were raised about the mental health of frontline workers due to the difficult nature of
their work; members were encouraged to prioritize mental health and take breaks as needed.
Appreciation was expressed to the Human Trafficking Advisory Board (HTAB) for its continued advocacy
on behalf of trafficking victims.



Introductions/Agency Updates:

Tom Fatkin, LT. Wichita PD EMCU- EMCU just ran special OP, Runaway Roundup on child HT Victims and
Traffickers. ICT SOS provided food. Heidi came and participated with intel. Kent Bauman, DCF puts this
together each year. 13 children identified as HT victims were recovered, 5 new HT cases and 2 babies
that were put in police protective protection. One arrest made. HT cases are longer investigations and
are the hardest investigations to work. Additional investigation will need to be done before presenting
for prosecution. HB 2075 that was passed changed some of the laws, they are coordinating with DCF to
absorb the volume.

James Johnson, KDOC Juvenile services- During the past fiscal year, there were 3,500 valid HT screens
conducted. From these, 65 referrals were made LE and DCF for potential HT involvement. Of those 65,
20 were in DCF or foster care agency custody, 8 were under KDOC or local juvenile corrections or court
services. 3 were under both KDOC and DCF custody. 5 were identified as non-US citizens. 42 kids were
runaways in the past year. 27 chronic runners. 30 of them had no safe place to stay. 20 self-reported HT.
3 had situations that parents were suspicious of trafficking involvement. 8 were referred by LE for
suspected HT involvement. 3 other reports from medical staff. 30 of 65 were victims of aggression in the
last 6 months. Some of the top 4 indicators when screening was living or working somewhere where
they are being forced to do something against their will, inability to leave, trading sex for money or
drugs, and photos taken. 20-25% of screens were in these 4 categories. Juvenile Intake staff will identify
situations that need immediate assistance or thorough interview. 37 referred to DCF immediate
response and special placement for a number of those referred. A handful were returned to family
members. 3 counties with the most referrals were, Shawnee-3" district, Wichita-18™" district, Overland
Park-10™ district. Others were scattered around the state.

Jennifer, ICT SOS- anti-trafficking agency in Wichita. Added a 2" advocate to staff and a Bilingual
advocate splitting time with ICTSOS and the E3 Foundation and some of the work they are doing
nationwide. She’s been participating in operations across the country. 2 advocates worked the KC
operation and were able to connect directly with victims. Providing therapy services with 4 contracted
therapist who come on site or telehealth. Gearing up for school and team goes into middle and high
schools. Will be dropping down to 5" grade also providing info to parents. They are working with a
internet crimes unit detective in Tom’s unit.

Julie Hart, OAG- Participated in the DCF Runaway round up in Wichita. Worked with 20 LE officers over 2
days and 20 civilians. Will have more material available next time. Was able to talk to residents that
could potentially be in dangerous situations as well. Landlord Engagement Program currently in 2™
phase. We revamped letter in the Wichita area to IMB’s. Partnering with The Network who scrubs the
internet for reviews and AD’s for illicit material. Will be sending approximately 31 letters outs. 2
referrals came from Wichita PD after arrest were made. 4 are very likely to be referred for further
investigation. New materials being created on Sextortion and LE posters that have info on the AMP
model and defining what HT is to be displayed in squad room. Also developed posters for Medical staff
that Sarah assisted with. Nurses don’t always know what to look for or how to refer. Caregivers and
youth materials on sextortion is also available. There has been a huge increase in sextortion and ties to
HT. Will distribute materials as needed.

Sarah Evans-Simpson, Stormont Vail — Held first 64-hour course for SA forensic nurses. 15 people from
across the state trained. 3 areas that don’t currently have forensic nurses in western KS trained. Will do



training twice a year. Holding next training in November. Correlating it with the course in Kansas City at
KU to train Forensic nurses for all ages. 12 nurses in Topeka and Wichita has a robust program with a
couple of different hospitals. Western KS is sparse for their Forensic Nurses. 1 in Liberal and Garden City
and Dodge is trying to get something up and going. Working closely with planners for the world cup
around HT potential during the event. Gathering resources to give. Are trying to educate the urgent
care, pharmacies and clinics that might see people coming in.

Arica Roland, OAG- Grants unit award 6 agencies across the state approximately $250,000 in HTVAF
funding that will go towards human trafficking efforts.

Judi Rodman, Sunflower House CAC- Received grant though NCA, launched a new CSAM/CSEC taskforce
in WYCO and JOCO. Was able to send 10 of MDT partners to Dallas crimes against children’s
conference. Overland park PD partners also sent staff. Data shows a 200% increase in CSEC cases for
adolescent boys. 28 seconds between when boys are asked to share an image and when it is sent.
Currently adapting training and have MOU’s with private and public schools in JOCO and WYCO pre-K
through HS to provide training. Local school districts have all signed up. Blue Valley has written them
into the school curriculum. Title IV investigations with school districts, new written protocol if they have
a situation that comes up involving a staff member alleged to have an inappropriate relationship with
kids. They will put a pause on investigation and refer to Sunflower for a forensic interview. Children will
also receive family advocacy and therapy services.

Brad- Shawnee County DA, Training was put on hold for an audit of grant. Will be able to reuse grant
funds for a LE specific conference. OVC focus is Labor trafficking with a little Sex trafficking. Anyone with
suggested ideas can reach out.

Heidi Lynch, KBI- As of January 2025, KBI received 17 Polaris tips from the National Hotline. 50 outside
agency HT tips, majority coming from medical staff and FBI.

Adam Piland, KBI- New unit created a few years ago in NE region called the Child Victims Unit.
Traditionally investigated CSAM cases resulting in high prosecution rate. Because they have been very
busy, KBl saw a need to duplicate efforts in West and SE regions within child victim unit. Partnering up
with federal and local agencies and anti-human trafficking organizations to move forward with some
anti-human trafficking investigations.

Approval of April 2025 Minutes-
Motion to approve May 2025 minutes made by Judi, seconded by Sarah, motion carried.
Committee Reports:

Victim Services Committee- Members provided agency updates. Notably Kent Bowman provided
information about DCF’s upcoming August 12th and 13th operation for runaway children. Judy,
Sunflower provided information regarding their NCA grant. Sarah provided information on the SANE
course and Molly provided information about the new KBI facility in Pittsburgh and the September 5%
groundbreaking. Jennifer spoke about the new advocates hired and JJ provided the updates on SFY25
screening tool data.

Law Enforcement Committee- Met about the subcommittee to discuss the HT website. Discussion
around who would house the statewide website. Suggested it to be ran by a governmental agency and



who would be responsible to keep it updated. Would like to be able to have a place to report tips and
access resources. Also discussed MDT trainings a collaboration of OAG, KBI, DCF, DOL, ICT SOS. Will
conduct 8-9 trainings across the state with a focus in Western KS. Recognizing Labor trafficking and what
to do, and gathering resources will be the focus of training. Can register through KLETC and trainings
will be held in Parsons, KC, Overland Park, Salina, Topeka, Hutchison. Non-LE can register by creating a
profile.

Data Collection Committee- Met on July 29'. Currently in discussion with Susan Whitford at KU about
housing Lighthouse. Received permission to house Lighthouse within Jayhawk Criminal Justice Center
and allow interns that will be vetted. Private donation. Has started working on flyers for legislative
reception. Heidi has met with KBI Executive Officer on how to present to get this into legislation. There
is a private donor interested in supporting this effort. Also, working on flyers for the legislative
reception in January. If anyone has any information they would like to include in packet. Meeting
scheduled with Susan and Allies Against Slavery to do a Lighthouse demo.

Public Awareness and Prevention Committee- Discussed the exploitation awareness trainings
developed by Sunflower House and the ability to give presentations. Trainings are a partnership with
CAC and KBI to give these presentations. Potential for MOU’s in rural communities to get these trainings
out to schools. New OAG HT materials shared for feedback.

HT Statute Review Subcommittee- Met about what the current statute looks like and what the goals of
the committee are. Would like to strengthen language around coercion. Looked at OK HT statute as an
example. Discussed eliminating specific defenses for traffickers and researching existing statutes so to
not conflict with current case law that would be in favor of trafficking victims.

Presentation- Robert Hutchinson, OAG General Counsel for HTAB. 15 years since AG established this
board to advise on policy issues and 12 years since legislators codified existence of this body as the
official advisory HT board under KSA 75-757. KORA/KOMA refresher. Any meeting of this body is subject
to KORA/KOMA. We have to give the public access to any meeting by subcommittee, taskforce or
working group. All subordinate groups are required to comply. KORA, all communications or materials
are subject to KORA. Be mindful of how you communicate with subject of the board. If we receive a
KORA request, they will come through Robert.

Old business: None

New Business: None

Announcements:

Next meeting November 13" KBI Forensic Science Center

Motion to adjourn made by Ackerman seconded by Jennifer, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at
2:38pm.



